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alone, and not one who has used his position in any way
for his own personal or pecuniary advantage."

In this message the President renewed his request for
a smaller commission, saying that a seven-headed body was,
of course, a clumsy executive instrument, and asking for a
single commissioner with undivided powers and responsi-
bilities. This request, like the former one, was not granted.
The President then decided upon a further exercise of his
power under the law, and consolidated the positions of
Chief Engineer and Chairman of the Commission in a
single person.    Scarcely had this been done, when both
the Chairman and the Chief Engineer resigned, and the
President was fairly compelled to make a radical reorgan-
ization of the Commission.   As he said at the time, he had
no alternative except to turn it over to the army.   He had
made two efforts to have the canal constructed by civilians,
but in both instances the civilian who was chief engineer
had resigned when he had become tired of the job.   It was
useless to try to build the canal with a new chief engineer
every twelve months, since a permanent, stable force was
unattainable under such conditions, and without a perma-
nent force satisfactory results could not be achieved.   "I
propose now/' he said, "to put the work in charge of men
who will stay on the job till I get tired of having them
there, or till I say they may abandon it."   A new com-
mission, composed mainly of army engineers and an en-
gineer of the navy, was appointed and assumed duty on
April 1, 1907.

When I became Secretary of the Commission in 1905
it was giving serious consideration to the question of pro-
viding means of recreation for the Americans who com-
prised the clerical, subordinate engineering, and skilled
mechanical elements of the working force of the canal.
Life on the Isthmus was without relief or diversion of any
kind. There were no reputable places of amusement, no
clubs, libraries or reading rooms. There was a constant
dread of sickness, for the health of the Canal Zone had not